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An on-line portal for applying for Accelerated 

Possession has been introducedðhttps://www.gov.uk/

accelerated-possession-eviction 

A link to the above site has been put on the CRLA 

website, members area on the Information Sheets for 

Landlords page. 

ððððððððððððð- 

You can sometimes use óaccelerated possessionô to 

evict tenants in England and Wales. This is quicker 

than normal eviction and thereôs usually no court 

hearing. 

You can only do this if: 

¶ your tenants have a written assured shorthold 
tenancy or statutory periodic tenancy agreement 

¶ youôve told your tenants in writing to move out 
with at least 2 monthsô notice 

¶ you havenôt asked your tenants to leave before the 
end of a fixed-term tenancy 

¶ you put the deposit in a deposit protection scheme 
if the tenancy started after April 2007 

How to apply 

When you apply to the court for accelerated possession, 

the court will send your tenants a copy of the 

application. 

Your tenants have 14 days to challenge the application, 

from the date they receive it. 

A judge will decide whether to: 

¶ issue a possession order, giving you the right to 
evict your tenants and take possession of the 

property (this is normally the case) 

¶ have a court hearing (this usually only happens if 
the paperwork isnôt in order or your tenants raise an 

important issue) 

Even if thereôs a hearing, the court can still decide to 

issue a possession order. 

When a judge issues a possession order 

Your tenants will normally have 14 or 28 days to leave 

the property if a judge makes a possession order. A 

judge could give them up to 42 days if leaving sooner 

would cause exceptional hardship. 

You can use bailiffs to evict your tenants if they donôt 

leave at this point. 

From Gov.uk 

GAINING POSSESSION 

BUSTING 5 COMMON MYTHS ON ENERGY SAVING 
¶ Myth: Computer screensavers save energy, 

right?  

¶ Reality: Wrong. 

Screensavers are just 

another programme that 

consume energy. Switching 

off your monitor (or the 

whole computer) is the most 

effective way to save 

energy and cut your bill. 

¶ Myth: TVs, laptops and 
phone chargers donôt use 

electricity when not in use.  

¶ Reality: Nope. Everyday gadgets and appliances 
suck up electricity even when idle or on standby 

mode. The average household spends up to Ã86 a 

year on standby energy. Switch it off! 

¶ Myth: Thereôs nothing you can do to reduce the 
amount of energy your fridge, freezer and 

washing machine uses. 

¶ Reality: If you adjust your settings, youôll save 
money. Try these simple steps: 

¶ avoid using the coolest setting on your fridge 
and close the door straightaway - the more hot 

air gets in, the more energy it needs to cool 

down again 

¶ use the eco setting on your white goods 

¶ check the energy rating when buying new 
appliances 

¶ Myth: LED light bulbs will cost 
you more.  

¶ Reality: A single LED bulb lasts 
around 50 times longer than a 

traditional light bulb. So you could 

spend a whopping 80% less if you 

used LEDs rather than traditional 

bulbs. A single LED light bulb costs 

around Ã9.30 and will last 5 and half 

years (if left running constantly), 

while the cost of traditional bulbs 

over that same amount of time would set you back 

around Ã135. 

¶ Myth: Itôs a hassle to switch energy suppliers.  

¶ Reality: Switching is really easy and can only take 

around 45 minutes. More than two million 

customers have saved up to Ã200 or more a year by 

switching to independent electricity suppliers since 

2010. Shopping around for your energy, like you 

shop around for insurance or a new phone package, 

can save you money! Check out the Be An Energy 

Shopper website to learn how you can switch and 

save money. 

So, whatôs the moral of the story? Itôs simple. Switch it 

off and check your settings. 

From Department of Energy and Climate Change 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/switch-for-bigger-daylight-savings
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/switch-for-bigger-daylight-savings
http://www.goenergyshopping.co.uk/en-gb
http://www.goenergyshopping.co.uk/en-gb
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The Government is introducing an amendment to the 

Infrastructure Bill which will amend the existing prima-

ry legislation governing the schemes. The changes pro-

posed will allow significant improvement in the effi-

ciency and cost effectiveness of both the non-domestic 

and domestic RHI schemes. 

In summary, the key changes are as follows: 

1. The Energy Act 2008 currently limits the admin-

istration of the RHI to either Ofgem or the DECC 

Secretary of State. 

¶ The proposed amendment will allow the Secretary 
of State to appoint an alternative delivery body to 

administer the RHI schemes. 

¶ In making the proposed change, the Government 
will retain the power for Ofgem to administer the 

scheme in the future; and Ofgem will remain the 

scheme administrator for the time being. 

2. The Energy Act 2008 currently allows for payments 

under the scheme to be made to the owner of the 

renewable heat installation or, in the producers of 

biomethane, biogas and bio-fuels for heating. 

¶ The proposed amendment will allow these parties to 
assign the payments under the scheme to a third 

party, allowing the scheme administrator to make 

payments directly to the assigned party. 

¶ This could lead to an increase in both demand for 
and supply of renewable heat technologies by al-

lowing consumers to access finance for renewable 

heat installations more cheaply and easily. 

3. The Energy Act 2008 currently requires that all sec-

ondary legislation in relation to the schemes be 

made via the affirmative resolution procedures, re-

gardless of their level of complexity or materiality. 

¶ The proposed amendment will allow for some 
changes to be made by the negative resolution pro-

cedure, offering a more streamlined approach to 

amending aspects of the scheme in the future. 

The Infrastructure Bill was introduced to the House of 

Lords on 5 June 2014. The Bill and its supporting docu-

ments are on the Parliament website. 

From Department of Energy and Climate Change 

RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVEðCHANGES 

As Government considers how the private 

rented sector might best be held to high 

standards, BPF Policy Officer Matthew 

OôConnell puts forward the case for an 

industry led landlord identification 

scheme. 

Picture a motorway full of vehicles. Now 

imagine thatôs the UK housing market ï full of cars, 

busses and lorries ï actually, ignore the lorries ï they 

can represent the commercial sector. The busses are the 

housing associations and the build to rent guys: big, 

distinguishable organisations that offer huge capacity. 

Occupying the other lanes is the rest of the market, 

comprised of cars of different sizes and 

quality.  Identifying individual cars is easy as they have 

number plates, tax discs, insurance information and the 

people behind the wheel have driving licenses. These 

identification mechanisms form part of the deterrent that 

dissuades people from tearing down Finchley Road at 

95mph at 2 oôclock in the morning. 

We donôt have a system for identifying private 

landlords in England and Wales, meaning that whatever 

the housing equivalent is of drag racing around Swiss 

Cottage (suggestions on a postcard) pretty much goes 

on without effective monitoring. 

The BPF is one of the few landlord organisations 

advocating a system whereby landlords would have to 

have a unique code ï like a driving license number ï in 

order for them or their tenants to have any dealings with 

the state. Given the plethora of pre-existing instances 

where this happens, such as housing benefit applications 

and court proceedings, this is not an unrealistic 

ambition. 

The private rented sector (PRS) has grown from a 

relatively small part of the market to the second biggest 

tenure in the country, and all projections point to it 

growing in size for the foreseeable future. The sector is 

being asked to perform a role that it has never been 

asked to do before, and become a place where families 

can settle in the long-term. There has correspondingly 

been really positive movement in the industry to offer 

longer tenancies to those who want them, provide 

greater clarity around rental increases, and set high 

standards of property management. 

Data from the National Audit Office shows that from 

April 2010 to March 2013 the housing and planning 

divisions of local authorities experienced the largest 

percentage funding reductions, losing around 36% of 

their funding. Based on this, it seems illogical to suggest 

local authorities can actually enforce any licensing 

scheme they implement. And even before assessing 

their ability to enforce it, you have to ask yourself 

whether the landlords who voluntarily come forward 

and get themselves licensed are in fact the individuals 

that really needed targeting in the first place. 

Introducing a Government-backed application process 

for a unique landlord reference number would make it 

(Continued on page 6) 

STANDING OUT FROM THE CROWD 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/infrastructure-bill
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/infrastructure-bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/infrastructure.html
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STANDING OUT FROM THE CROWD 
more difficult for those at the bottom of the market to 

operate, as it would cut off any Government support, 

such as tax allowances, to those who did not meet the 

basic requirements of letting a property. Coupled with 

tenant education, it would be an effective way of 

immediately identifying whether the property owner 

was likely to be a fit and proper person. The disparate 

nature of the PRS, and the wide variety of properties 

and owners, is key the market being able to offer the 

choice and flexibility that it does. In my view, a central 

register is inevitable given the growing stature of the 

sector, and we should look on it as a way of standing 

out from the crowd and giving tenants the transparency 

they want. 

From BPF Blog 

 

ADVICE FOR DETECTION ON CARBON 

MONOXIDE POISONING EMISSIONS 

As it is carbon awareness week it may be beneficial to 

be reminded of the dangers and preventative 

requirements. There have been many incidents 

involving carbon monoxide poisoning and many people 

including Landlords may not aware just how simple 

[and maybe legally necessary] it is to install detection]?  

Carbon monoxide is a killer and responsible for over 

600 deaths since 1995 with a further 3,772 injured.  

The majority of these deaths and injuries have been in 

owner occupied properties which have no compulsory 

legislation. 127 deaths have been in tenanted properties 

and this figure would have been much higher without 

the legal requirements that Landlords have to legally 

follow being carried out: 

Carbon Monoxide is a colourless, odorless, tasteless, 

toxic gas that has the molecular formula CO. The 

molecule consists of a carbon atom that is triple bonded 

to an oxygen atom. Carbon monoxide, or CO, is a 

colorless, odorless, toxic gas. Appliances fueled with 

gas, oil, kerosene, or wood may produce CO. If such 

appliances are not installed, maintained, and used 

properly, CO may accumulate to dangerous and even 

deadly levels in cars, homes, or poorly ventilated areas. 

Carbon Monoxide is produced by the incomplete 

combustion of the fossil fuels - gas, oil, coal and wood 

used in boilers, engines, oil burners, gas fires, water 

heaters, solid fuel appliances and open fires. Dangerous 

amounts of CO can accumulate when, as a result of 

poor installation, poor maintenance or failure or 

damage to an appliance in service, the fuel is not 

burned properly, or when rooms are poorly ventilated 

and the Carbon Monoxide is unable to escape. 

Having no smell, taste or colour, in today's world of 

improved insulation and double glazing, it has become 

increasingly important to have good ventilation, 

maintain all appliances regularly and to have absolutely 

reliable Detector alarms installed giving both a visual 

and audible warning immediately there is a build-up of 

CO to dangerous levels. 

 NO SMELL and NO TASTE and NO COLOUR:  It 

is for these reasons that CO Detectors are the only way 

to alert you to increasingly dangerous levels of CO 

before tragedy strikes.  

What are the effects of Carbon Monoxide? Carbon 

Monoxide produces the following physiological effects 

on people exposed to the concentrations 

shown:  Carbon Monoxide poisons by entering the 

lungs via the normal breathing mechanism and 

displacing oxygen from the bloodstream. 

Interruption of the normal supply of 

oxygen puts at risk the functions of the 

heart, brain and other vital functions of 

the body. 

Electrical heaters and electric water 

heaters, toasters, etc., do not produce 

CO under any circumstances.  

Common sources of CO include the 

following wood or gas fueled appliances: 

¶ Room heaters 

¶ Furnaces 

¶ Charcoal grills 

¶ Cooking ranges 

¶ Water heaters 

¶ Automobiles run in closed garages 
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ADVICE FOR DETECTION ON CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING 

EMISSIONS 
¶ Fireplaces 

¶ Portable generators 

¶ Wood burning stoves 

Exposure especially affect unborn babies, infants, and 

people with anemia or a history of heart disease. 

Breathing low levels of the chemical can cause fatigue 

and increase chest pain in people with chronic heart 

disease. 

 Why is CO the silent, cold weather killer?: Carbon 

monoxide poisoning can kill without warning, as your 

family sleeps. Because CO gas has no warning 

properties, even at toxic or life threatening levels, it is 

considered a silent killer. And since so many deaths 

occur as the result of defective or poorly operated home 

heating devices, CO has been termed the "silent, cold 

weather killer." 

 Although not always experienced, the initial symptoms 

of CO are similar to the flu (but without the fever). But 

it can also mimic other ailments like gastric flu or 

stomach upset, the symptoms include: Dizziness, 

Fatigue, Headache, Nausea and irregular breathing.  It 

is critical to note that death from CO poisoning can 

result with some or all of these symptoms never being 

experienced by occupiers. 

How can we prevent CO poisoning?: Dangerous 

levels of CO can be prevented by proper appliance 

maintenance, installation, and use. Timely inspections 

of potentially CO-producing equipment, and the use of 

CO toxic level concentration alarms, are key to 

avoiding a CO fatality. 

To avoid CO poisoning, follow these tips: 

Installation: 

¶ Proper installation is critical to the safe operation 
of combustion appliances. All new appliances have 

installation instructions that should be followed 

exactly. Local building codes should be followed 

as well. 

¶ Appliances designed to be vented 
should be vented properly, according 

to manufacturers' instructions. 

¶ Adequate combustion air should be 
provided to ensure complete 

combustion. 

¶ All combustion appliances should be 

installed by professionals. 

 Maintenance: 

¶ A qualified service technician should 
perform preventive maintenance on 

homes with central and room heating 

appliances (including water heaters 

and gas dryers) annually. The 

technician should look at the 

electrical and mechanical 

components of appliances, such as 

thermostat controls and automatic safety devices. 

¶ Chimneys and flues should be kept free of 

blockages, corrosion, and loose connections. 

¶ Individual appliances should be serviced regularly. 

¶ Kerosene and gas space heaters (vented or 

unvented) should be cleaned and inspected to 

ensure proper operation. 

 Appliance Use: 

¶ Follow manufacturers' directions for safe operation. 

¶ Make sure the room where an unvented gas or 
kerosene space heater is used is well ventilated; 

doors leading to another room should be open to 

allow added ventilation. 

¶ Never use an unvented combustion heater 

overnight or in a room where you are sleeping. 

¶ Never use charcoal grills inside a home, tent, 

camper, or unventilated garage. 

¶ Don't leave vehicles running in an enclosed garage, 

even to "warm up" a car on a cold morning. 

Alarms: Next to prevention of the production of toxic 

CO gas, the best defense against this deadly killer is 

a CO alarm. These devices can detect toxic 

concentration of CO in the air, sound an alarm, and 

thereby save lives. 

¶ Carbon Monoxide Detectors do NOT function 

as smoke Detectors. 

¶ Smoke Detectors do NOT work as Carbon 

Monoxide Detectors. 

¶ Only select Detectors which are officially approved 

(and kite-marked where appropriate) to at least one 

of the major CO Alarm standards.  BS7860 

(British) 

¶ Follow manufacturer's recommendations for 

placement in your home. 

(Continued on page 8) 



Page 8 

ADVICE FOR DETECTION ON CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING 

EMISSIONS 
¶ Treat all activations as real and get the activation 
checked out by a professional. 

¶ Evacuate everyone from your home immediately 

leaving the door open for ventilation on your way 

out. 

¶ Notify the Fire Service from a neighborôs home. 

¶ Test CO Detectors at least once a month, following 
the manufacturer's instructions. 

¶ Replace CO Detectors and batteries according to 
the manufacturer' s instructions (every five years 

normally). 

¶ Get a Carbon Monoxide Alarm sent home to you 
today if you need one. 

For further information or a longer-version of this 

article  please contact us at:  

TEE LTD   01872 553541E-mail: info@teeltd.co.uk  

Web Site: www.teeltd.co.uk 

We will be delighted to answer any specific questions 

and send out any further information required. 

Stan Barlow  

 

There is a private members bill currently 

before Parliament to require fitting of 

Carbon Monoxide Detectors in privately 

rented properties 

CHARLIE WESTON UNDERWOOD 
Many of you will remember Charlie who was Treasurer 

of the CRLA until he retired at the AGM in September. 

It is with great sadness that we have heard of the death 

of Charlie Weston Underwood. 

I feel sure members will join in sending their 

sympathies to Thelma and the rest of his family. 

Instead of flowers donations to charities (Water Aid 

UK and the MS society) please.   The funeral directors, 

AC Richards and son will be collecting this, their 

details are Lane Chapel. Treloggan Road, Newquay 

01637 851677. 

Ruth Clarke 

OWNER OF FLATS SENTENCED FOR SERIOUS BREACHES OF FIRE 

SAFETY REGULATIONS 
Haresh Patel, the owner of residential flats in Evington 

that suffered a serious fire back in May 2013, was 

today sentenced at Leicester  Crown Court after 

pleading guilty to seven charges of breaching fire 

safety legislation on 12 June 2014. He was sentenced to 

eight months imprisonment and ordered to repay 

Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Services costs of 

Ã13,700.  

These offences were identified as part of an inspection 

carried out by Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service 

following the fire and were deemed to have placed the 

occupants of the flats at a serious risk of injury or 

death.  

On Thursday 8 May 2013 a fire broke out in a kitchen 

of residential flats 9 - 11 Evington Street, Leicester, 

owned by Mr Patel. The fire spread rapidly through the 

building resulting in some occupants escaping through 

windows from the upper floors. A further three 

occupants were rescued from the building by 

firefighters, some using ladders. At the time of the fire, 

Watch Manager Simon Kellock of Leicestershire Fire 

and Rescue Service said: ñThis was a very serious fire 

that could have resulted in fatalities due to smoke 

levels generated within the premises.ò 

Mr Patel appeared at Leicester Crown Court on 12 June 

2014 where he pleaded guilty to all seven charges and 

was warned by the Judge that he may face a custodial 

sentence. The case was adjourned until 11 August for 

pre-sentencing reports. On awarding this sentence, 

Judge Brown said that Mr Patel had a substantial 

portfolio of 17 properties and should have been well 

aware of the health and safety of his tenants.  The judge 

went onto say that he failed in every aspect of fire 

safety and failed to prioritise his obligations while still 

taking rent from his tenants. 

The incident on Evington Street in May 2013 was 

described by Judge Brown as a serious fire that 

involved the rescue of the three people by the fire 

service Judge Brown commended the fire service for 

their efficient response at the Evington Road fire.  

Mr Patel had been warned previously by the council 

and did not take any 

actions.  The fire was 

too serious and 

warranted an 

immediate custodial 

sentence of eight 

months for the seven 

offences. 

Defects within the 

premises included:  

¶ Missing fire doors  

http://www.teeltd.co.uk/
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OWNER OF FLATS SENTENCED FOR SERIOUS BREACHES OF FIRE 

SAFETY REGULATIONS 
 ¶ Fire doors not closing  

¶ Inactive fire alarm system 

¶ No fire risk assessment 

¶ Corridors used for storage of settees and washing 

machines 

¶ Residents sleeping in the corridors 

Head of Community Safety, Andrew Brodie, of 

Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service, said: ñThese 

are extremely serious offences, demonstrating a 

shocking lack of regard for the flats residents and this 

has been recognised by the court.ñ 

The safety of the public is of primary concern to 

Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service. We work hard 

with local regulatory services and our business partners 

to reduce regulatory burdens while maintaining high 

fire safety standards. This case illustrates that whilst we 

strive to assist businesses in reaching and maintaining 

compliance we will not compromise the safety of the 

public at any cost. 

ñThis sentence sends a very strong message to the 

owners and managers of similar premises regarding 

their legal responsibilities and the likely result of 

ignoring them. We will continue to work closely with 

partners to identify and prosecute those who flout the 

law, placing profit above safety.  

ñThis also sends a very positive message to those 

conscientious landlords and property managers who are 

placed at a commercial disadvantage when faced with 

those choosing to disregard the safety and wellbeing of 

their residents. 

Mr Patel has already been fined Ã20,000 following a 

prosecution taken by Leicester City Council relating to 

the same premises, and Ã14,500 relating to another 

premises in Gopsall St Leicester, plus costs of Ã4,124. 

From Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service 

  

GAS SAFETY 
Gas Safe Register has created a Gas Map which will 

allow you to check where unsafe gas appliances have 

been found in your area. (www.staygassafe.co.uk) 

Badly fitted or poorly maintained gas appliances can 

put you and your family at risk of gas leaks, fires, 

explosions and carbon monoxide poisoning.  

To find out how safe appliances are in your area just 

type in the beginning of a post code (so TR4 for me) 

and you see indication of how many safety issues have 

been highlighted. 

TR1 has 47 unsafe appliances, PL14 has 59 unsafe 

appliances, TR4 has 1 unsafe appliance 

Of course these are only the issues that have been 

identified, there may be many more out there.  Overall 

in the south west one in seven homes inspected by a 

gas safe engineer had one or more unsafe gas 

appliances. 

Ruth Clarke  

(with help from Gas Safe and Health and Safety 

Executive) 
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With energy prices continually on the rise, one way you 

can ensure that they have minimum impact on you is to 

make sure you have an efficient heating system.  

If you currently have a boiler installed, it would help 

fuel costs if it is an óAô rated appliance, which therefore 

heats your home effectively and can save you money 

on your fuel bills!  

Many building regulations now state that when 

replacing old boilers, or installing new, condensing 

boilers must be used. Condensing boilers are, generally, 

the most efficient product for new installations and 

replacing old, inefficient, boilers. Condensing boilers 

are able to extract much more heat from the fuel source 

and reduce heat loss by utilising recovery from flue gas 

emissions.  

Boilers are also rated on their overall efficiency. 

SEDBUK (Seasonal Efficiency of a Domestic Boilers 

in the UKô) is the official scale used for measuring the 

efficiency of boilers within the UK.  SEDBUK 

conducted research, along with many boiler 

manufacturers, to órateô the efficiency of gas boilers. 

The rating is based on ótypical installationsô and 

considered factors such as seasonal climate, housing 

types/conditions, levels of occupancy and boiler 

controls and system. 

An óAô rated efficient boiler will improve your fuel 

efficiency, reduce your carbon emissions and in turn 

reduce your fuel bills. *Upgrading from a G-rated 

boiler to an A-rated one, your household heating bill 

should drop by about a quarter - a saving of, on 

average, of around Ã235 a year.  At Blue Flame, all 

new boilers installed are SEDBUK óAô rated for 

efficiency.   

For more information about boiler efficiency or if 

youôre thinking of about having a new boiler 

installation please call Blue Flame on Freephone 0800 

074 9132 or visit our website 

www.blueflameheat.co.uk 

 *Information sourced from Energy Saving Trust, 

SEDBUK and Worcester-Bosch* 

From 

A MORE EFFICIENT BOILER CAN HELP REDUCE 

YOUR ENERGY BILLS 

Boilers are rates as the following:  

.ŀƴŘ [ŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 9ŶŎƛŜƴŎȅ 

.ŀƴŘ ! фл҈ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǾŜ 

.ŀƴŘ . ус҈-фл҈ 

.ŀƴŘ / ун҈ - ус҈ 

.ŀƴŘ 5 ту҈ - ун҈ 

.ŀƴŘ 9 тп҈ - ту҈ 

.ŀƴŘ C тл҈ - тп҈ 

.ŀƴŘ D .Ŝƭƻǿ тл҈ 

NOTES OF GENERAL MEETING 

4 NOVEMBER 2014 
Another well attended meeting with over Ã40 raised for 

Cornwall Hospice Care. 

First speaker at the meeting was Robin Mills from 

Green Air South West. 

Green Air South West is based in Bodmin. 

The most popular system requested in Cornwall is 

currently Biomass Boiler.  This system is a direct 

replacement for gas or oil and is around 10ð20% 

cheaper to run.  Fuel for these boilers is in pellet form.  

If used to replace an LPG system the saving can be as 

much as 26%.  The system provides heating and hot 

water. 

Replaceable Heat Incentive (RHI) payments 

(government payment scheme along the lines of the 

payments made to those using solar panels for 

electricity) are payable on Biomass Boiler installations 

for up to seven years.  Normally the cost of the new 

boiler is recouped during that period. 

Fuel comes in pellet form and can be 

bought by the bag or delivered in bulk 

if space permits.  The fuel must be 

kept dry so bags stored in a garage or 

similar.  If the pellets become damp 

they tend to break up.  Bags can be 

bought from local suppliers such as 

B&Q or from the installing company. 

If an external flue is put in then planning permission 

will be required for Grade II Listed properties or for 

properties in conservation areas.  The flue can go 

through an existing chimney if available. 

The system washes itself down regularly and ash needs 

emptying as appropriate, for a two bedroom house 
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using around eight bags of pellets a week the volume of 

ash produced in that time will be approximately the 

size of an ice cream container.  Once the ash is cooled 

it can be put on the compost heap. 

The boiler requires an annual service.  

The system has electric ignition and can be used in 

conjunction with a timer. 

Air to Air systems are the second most popular.  

These systems are not eligible for the government RHI 

payment. 

This system is best suited to small open plan houses 

and cottages and makes a good replacement for night 

storage heaters.  Thermostats control the temperature. 

This is helpful where there are damp, dust or odour 

issues.  

The box connects to up to eight heads with a head in 

each room to be heated.  In summer the air can be used 

to cool the property instead of heating it. 

The majority of the box fitted outside the property is 

plastic and any metal areas are protected. 

The system works on air circulation with each head 

running from a hoover-style fan, the background noise 

is around 28decibells, quieter than a fridge. 

This system does not provide hot water 

Air to Water 
This system is similar to Air to Air described above the 

difference being the heat goes to a water cylinder.  This 

works with a traditional wet system heating however 

the radiators in most properties are oversized and will 

need replacing. 

The RHI payments are half the amount payable on the 

biomass installation. 

Electric companies ask for tests on properties before 

installation. 

Solar PV 
The feed in tariff is still payable and gives a return of 

around 15%.  The current rate is 14.3p 

Modern solar panels are smaller and more efficient than 

those seen even a few years ago.  Inverters can be 

located in or outside or the property. 

Thermodynamics 
This system is just for hot water.   

Panels fitted to the side of the property or on the roof 

can face in any direction.  Heat is stored in a cylinder. 

Solar Thermal 
Really only worth installing if a lot of hot water used. 

All Feed in Tariff and Renewable Heat Incentive 

payments on your own property are tax-free, on 

tenanted properties if the payments go to the landlord 

the landlord needs to declare the payments for tax. 

Where the water used in any of the above comes from a 

(Continued on page 12) 
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